UNIVERSITY OF WOLVERHAMPTON

Job Description

POST:


Research Associate on Software Development for Text Simplification



Thirty month contract.
LOCATION:

The postholder will be based at the Wolverhampton campus of the

university, but may be required to transfer to another campus if the school

moves.

GRADE:

Postdoctoral researcher (UW8)
ESTABLISHMENT

NUMBER:

To be confirmed by Personnel

1. Organisational Chart

Reports to:

Project Supervisor

Postholder:

 Research Associate on Software Development for Text Simplification 
2. Contacts

Internal:
Prof Ruslan Mitkov and all other academic staff associated with the research group.
External:
Academic, industrial, and healthcare service project partners (University of Alicante, University of Jaen, Kodar, iWeb Technologies, Central and North West London NHS Foundation Trust, Deletrea, Parallel World, Autisme Europe), EC project officers
3. Personal Specification


The applicant should have a PhD (or be near completion) in Information Science, Computer Science or Natural Language Processing and experience in software development in these fields. The applicant should have experience of language technologies and resources and be willing to work as part of an extended team to research the detection and removal of reading obstacles in documents. Extensive knowledge of machine learning is required. Solid background in development of software for NLP is required. 
4. Budget

To be determined.

5  Purpose of the Post
To develop, deploy, and evaluate language technologies aimed at detecting and removing obstacles to reading comprehension in documents as part of the EU FP7-287607 FIRST project. 
6. Main Duties and Responsibilities

1. To carry out tasks specified in the FIRST project.
2. To ensure that all deadlines in FIRST are met at least 2 weeks early.

3. To write and submit journal and conference papers based upon research undertaken in FIRST.

4. To carry out minor duties in support of the activities of the Research Group in Computational Linguistics.

7. Other Features of the Post

This job description sets out the duties of the post at the time when it was drawn up. Such duties may vary from time to time without changing the general character of the duties or the level of responsibility entailed. 
Please contact Alison Carminke alison.carminke@wlv.ac.uk (0)1902 321 629 with any queries.
Research group publications can be found at http://clg.wlv.ac.uk/ along with more information about the group.

UNIVERSITY OF WOLVERHAMPTON



PERS 034

EMPLOYEE SPECIFICATION (to be derived from Job Description/PERS 001)

JOB TITLE: Research Fellow on Software Development for Text Simplification
SCHOOL/DEPARTMENT: Research Institute for Information and Language Processing

	ATTRIBUTE
	ESSENTIAL
	DESIRABLE



	Standard of General Education


	Excellent IT skills and good written English. 


	Good communication skills

	Academic Qualifications
	 PhD awarded or pending in a relevant area.


	PhD in natural language processing (NLP) or post-PhD NLP research experience.



	Professional Qualifications
	  N/A


	

	General Skills/Experience
	Track record of publication in refereed journals or peer-reviewed conferences.


	Experience of participation in international projects.

	Specific Knowledge and Skills
	Familiarity with multilingual NLP.

Experience with machine learning for NLP. 

Experience with development of software based on Web services. 

Good knowledge of Java, .NET

Experience with processing large data collections

Experience with using existing NLP libraries such as GATE, Lingpipe, OpenNLP, Stanford parser, NLTK
	Experience in developing assistive language technology and in software personalisation. Experience in NLP areas such as automatic single document summarisation, coreference resolution, lexical substitution, syntactic processing, morphological processing, or word sense disambiguation.

Knowledge of Python, Perl, PHP

Experience with design of user interfaces



	Specific Qualities related to particular position
	Ability to program independently and as part of a team. Ability to develop research-based or practical language technologies. Ability to write-up results in academic format. Ability to work in groups with others having very different academic perspectives without being dogmatic. 


	Relevant industrial experience.

Ability to prepare and deliver documents for EU projects.



	Other
	Must be prepared to travel to other EU countries twice every year to deliver presentations at workshops.


	


Issued by.....Prof R. Mitkov.........
Date of issue.........19 December 2011............

